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Current status of information provision concerning the foster and adoption care system
~ A questionnaire survey at Foster Parent Association in Saitama ~
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Abstract: The current status of information provision concerning the foster and adoption care
system have not fully been revealed in Japan. In order to clarify the current status of 1) the presence
or absence of experiences of infertility treatments and/or cancer treatments and 2) information
provision concerning the foster and adoption care system from the infertility treatment facilities, we
conducted a questionnaire survey in the foster and adoptive parents belonging to Foster Parent
Association in Saitama. The rate of those who had experienced cancer treatments before becoming
foster or adoptive parents was 5.9% (12/205 couples). The number of foster or adoptive mothers who
had experienced cancer treatments was nine, while that of such fathers was three. The most common
disease was breast cancer as seen in three cases. Two-thirds (68%) of mothers had previously
received infertility treatments, and this rate was significantly higher than that of fathers (56%). Our
study clarified that about 90% of foster and adoptive parents had not received any information on the
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foster and adoption care system from the infertility treatment facilities. The comments received were
“We need such information much earlier” from 4 fathers and 13 mothers, “We need the information in
writing such as brochures or posters” from 5 fathers and 20 mothers, and “Such information should be
provided carefully” from 17 mothers. From these results, it is considered better to provide tentative
information on the foster and adoption care system at an earlier stage of infertility treatments and
then prepare detailed information in writing such as brochures or posters to provide to patients at the
later stage of treatments or by the end of treatments at the latest.

The present study showed the reality that a certain percentage of cancer survivors were included in
the foster or adoptive parents and about 90% of foster and adoptive parents had never received any
information on the foster and adoption care system from the infertility treatment facilities. Therefore,
we should try to make brochures or posters for information provision concerning the foster and
adoptive care system, and build a cooperation network between Foster Parent Associations and young

cancer survivor organizations.
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